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but if it is altogether beyond his means to afford real live
animals, they may be represented1 by two bundles of darbha-
grass, each with a mindhala nut tied in it. If it be quite im-
possible for any reason to go through the ceremony of marry-
ing the calves or the grass now, it must not be entirely
omitted, but shoul'd be performed at the time of the yearly
Sraddha.
If, however, the marriage is carried out in the proper way
and at the proper time, a square altar (Vedi) is made in the
centre of a plastered square of ground, each side of the altar
being about a cubit in length and four inches high. At
each corner of the plastered square four earthen pots are
placed.
A stool is put in the, north-east corner of this square of
ground, and over it a red piece of cloth is spread. Wheat
grains are arranged on this cloth in the design of a four-
petalled lotus-flower, five copper vessels being placed on this
flower design, one on each petal, and one in the centre of the
lotus.
A coco-nut is laid on each vessel, and then five different
goddesses are invoked and invited to be present.2 If the
family of the dead man can afford it, five cloths are offered
to the goddesses, but the cost of the death and funeral cere-
monies may already have been so heavy that only one cloth
can be offered, and even if that be too expensive, they quote
the pretty Indian proverb: clf you cannot give a whole
flower, give the petal ^ and wrap a separate white cotton
thread round each vessel and coco-nut to symbolize the giving
of cloth*
The performer then throws white and red powder on the
coco-nut, marks it with a white and also with an auspicious
red mark, and offers coloured flowers to it
Fire is brought and put into another, but smaller, altar,
whfch adjoins the Vedl altar. This little altar is purified
* The calves were so represented when the writer watched this Sraddha,
2 Nanda, Sumanasa, Gauri, Surabhl, and Bhadra.